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CASE OF PLACENTA PRAVIA. 
By Ws. C. Suurtock, M.D., 
Of Darlington, Pa. 


Mrs. S., xt. 29, wife of Rev. S., went to Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., on the 8th ultimo. She was at that 
i about eight months pregnant. On the night 
of the 9th ult. she was taken suddenly, (without 
pain,) with severe uterine hemorrhage; she says, 
“that more than one quart of blood was lost at 
that time.”” In a few days after she seemed 
quite well, and again returned home near the 
town of D., and, as usual, went about doing her 
work in the house. 

On the 31st ult. she again had another attack 
of uterine hemorrhage, accompanied with slight 
pain in the back. I was called to see her about 
one hour after the hemorrhage commenced, and 
I am fully satisfied that she lost one quart of 
blood at that time. It ceased in about four 
hours from the time it commenced. 

I made a per vaginam examination, but could 
not detect any dilatation of the os uteri. As a 
cause of the. hemorrhage, I suspected an attach- 
ws of the placenta over the uteri, and that 

ome detachment of the utero placental surface 
had taken place, and I feared when labor came 
on, that it would be one of placenta previa, and 
80 expressed myself to her husband. Hemor- 
thage again recurred on the 5th inst., when she 
lost about the same quantity of blood as before. 

On the 8th inst., at 12 o’clock, A.M., she was 
taken with labor. I was called to see her the 
same day, at 3 o'clock, P.M. I found her having 
labor pains every 15 minutes. I made inquiry 
if she was having any hemorrhage. She in- 
formed me it was slight. I made a per vaginam 

examination; found the os uteri dilated the size 

of a silver dollar, and a soft, pulpy mass present- 
ing, which, when I touched, caused severe hem- 
orrhage. This hemorrhage continued at inter- 
vals of half an hour, till 8 o'clock, P.M., when 


the labor pains gradually increased in severity. 
I made another per vaginam examination; found 
almost complete dilatation of the os uteri, and to 
my horror, I discovered that my former fears was 
a reality ;—the placenta was presenting, and that 
I had to deal with one of those terrible cases of 
placenta previa. 


The hemorrhage was now continuous and pro- 
fuse, and the patient’s strength began to fail. 
Knowing that time was valuable in this case, 
and that a speedy delivery was indicated, I at 
ence proceeded to deliver her with forceps. At 
first I met with great resistance, because of the 
placenta presenting, and filling up the entire 
mouth of the uterus, which prevented the suc- 
cessful introduction of the left-hand blade of the 
forceps, so as to allow them to lock; finally, I 
removed the forceps, and with my index finger 
of the right hand, with the nail cut like the teeth 
of a saw, I tore through the placenta in an 
antero-posterior direction, to the distance of 
about three and a half inches, through which 
rent in the placenta I introduced the forceps, 
and in a few moments I had the pleasure of suc- 
ceeding in adjusting them upon the fetal head, 
so that I had no further difficulty in locking 
them. Iler pains now became more severe, 
and having by the aid of the forceps complete 
control over the foetus, I at once delivered her 
of a living female child. In about five minutes 
after the placenta came away, the uterus con- 
tracted firmly, and all hemorrhage ceased, much 
to my satisfaction; after which I applied the 
bandage, and placed her comfortably in bed. I 
gave her one-half grain of morphia sulphas, 
which quieted the nervous system. I remained 
with her for three hours, when all seemed to be 
well. I left her for the night. I visited her the 
next day, found that she and the child were both 
doing well, and at the writing of this article she 
is able to be up all day. 

Such is the history and the result of my first 
case of placenta previa, in an experience of ten 
years’ practice, and I pray God that I may never 
have a similar one, while I continue in the prac- 
tice of obstetrics. Should any of the readers of 
your valuable journal ever meet with a similar 
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case, I would advise, so soon as the dilatation of 


the os utreri is sufficiently progressed, to at once 
break through the placenta, as I did in this case, 
with the right index finger, apply the forceps 
through the rent, and deliver the foetus at once. 
If the accoucheur will thus act promptly, it is my 
firm opinion, that in all cases of placenta previa 
life can be saved to both mother and child. 

While speaking of forceps in connection with 
this case, I wish to say to the profession, that I 
use Davie’s short forceps, modified by myself in 
1859, and made to my order by Messrs. Carr- 
wricut & Fours, of Pittsburgh, Pa. The im- 
provement over the old style consists in making 
the shank one and a half inches longer, which will 
allow their use in either strait of the pelvis, and 
permit them to lock without the external geni- 
talia. I also give them one-half inch more of 
pelvic curve, which facilitates their introduction, 
and make the fenestra one fourth of an inch 
longer at the expense of the blade, which makes 
them lighter, and causes them to hold more 
firmly, and thus prevent slipping off, when once 
properly applied. 

April 22d, 1869. 

ee 
POISONING BY TINCT. FERRI CHLORIDI. 
Rerortep sy J. R, Hiens, M.D, 


Of Vicksburg, Miss. 


I was called on the 14th of November, 1°68, 
to see Mrs. D., of this city, who was ill from 
congestive chill, from which she had not reacted. 
After considerable labor, reaction was estab- 
lished, and general heat restored. Prescribed 
for the patient, and was passing from the house, 
when I was recalled, and informed by may pa- 
tient that she was “flooding.” On examination, 
discovered copious hemorrhage from the uterus; 
uterus is impregnated; had recently had her 
menses. 

I ordered cold applications to the abdomen, and 
the following: KR. Tinct. ferri chloridi, 3ss.; 
aque, Zvijss., M.; with directions to use as an 
injection. 

A few hours later I was hurriedly summoned 
again, the husband informing me that his wife 
had convulsions, and complained that she was 
burning up. 

On arriving at the house, and making inquiry, 
I found that the injection had not been used in 
the uterus, but introduced into the rectum; a 
most ludicrous and unaccountable mistake. I at 
once perceived that I had to deal with a case of 
poisoning from muriated tincture of iron, The 
patient complained of burning throughout the 
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whole course of the pleniatory canal, violent 
epasms of the muscles of the hands and feet, 
great restlessness, and intense thirst; had one 
convulsion after my arrival. 


~ 


Ordered copious enemata of flaxseed tea, add. 
ing an alkali; gave alkalies by the mouth, and a 
large dose of castor-oil, which was soon fullowed 
by free evacuation of the contents of the bowels, 
of a very dark and offensive character, which 
afforded much relief. Gave mucilaginous drinks; 
continued the use of alkalies. Patient recovered. 
Burning sensation in the rectum and anus con- 
tinued for several days. 

Qe 


THE USE OF THE SILVER UTERINE SUP. 
PORTER IN THREE CASES OF DIS. 
PLACEMENT OF THE UTERUS. 


By S. P. Crawrorp, M.D., 


Of Greenville, Tenn, 


Case 1st. Mra. G., had labored under prolapsus, 
with ulceration of the os, for more than two years, 
A portion of that time confined to her bed, and 
at no time able to be out of her room or upon 
her feet but a short time. Suffered with distress 
ing pains in her back, bips, and thighs. I cau- 
terized and used sponge-tent with temporary 
relief, but any attempt to walk or engage in any 
physical exercise brought back distressing pains, 
and in a few days the case was as bad as ever. 


Three weeks ago I applied Dr. L. A. Bancock’s 
silver uterine supporter, which at once gave relief 
to all pain in the back, hips, and thighs. There 
was an ulcer on the os, with considerable dis- 
charge, when I applied it. The second day, I 
removed the instrument, cauterized the ulcer 
with nit. argent., and again adjusted the instrus 
ment. The ulcer at once healed, and the dis- 
charge ceased, and my patient is free from al? 
suffering, has improved in flesh, and says she 
feels as well as she ever did in her life. She 
walks about all day, without inconvenience, and 
walks to town, visiting her old friends, astonish- 
ing them, for her visits seem like those of one 
from the tomb, so unexpected and unlooked for 
was her recovery. 

Case 2d. Mrs. W., had anteversion. The ute 
rus was so displaced that its longitudinal axis 
formed an angle with the axis of the pelvis, the 
upper portion of the organ deviating anteriorly, 
the lower posteriorly ; the fundus pressing against 
the bladder had caused so much soreness and in- 
flammation that she could not bear any manipu- 
lations to restore the uterus to its normal posi- 
tion. I applied Dr. Bascock’s silver uterine 
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supporter, not trying to put the cup on to the 
cervix, but let it gently touch the walls of the 
uterus, to see what power the instrument would 
have to contract the muscles by its electric ac- 
tion. The next day I found the position of the 
uterus very much improved, so that I could get 
the cup to its place and continue its use. The 
irritation of the bladder soon wore off, and in 
ten days’ time the womb assumed its natural 
position, and the patient was cured. 


Case 3d. Mrs. B., had retroversion, with fun- 
dus in hollow of sacrum; much enlargement and 
soreness, with extreme leucorrhceal discharge. 
I treated the case with Dr. Baxscock’s silver sup- 
porter, using a large cup with a short stem, and 
found the happiest results after twenty days’ 
constant application of the instrument. Though, 
in this case, the application of the instrument 
was painful for the first two days, until the fun- 
dus was brought up out of the hollow of the 


gmerum, then it was worn with ease and com- 


fort. 
—— 


A CASE OF CANCER. 
By Drs. Jacos Rirrer anp James H. Case. 


The above subject was the wife of Dr. T. G. 
Morris, of Liverpool, Perry county, Pennsylva. 
nia, who died April 21st, 1869, aged 47 years, 
ll months, and 13 days, This excellent lady 
(for such she was) suffered very much for a few 
years, and especially for the last three months, 
from a tumor in her right iliac region. The 
most scientific and skilled physicians were called 
in, but failed to properly diagnose the tumor; 
some supposed it to be an ovarian tumor or 
cancer of the uterus; some a displacement of the 
yiver, or right kidney; others a case of hydatid. 
The general conclusion was an iliac cancerous 
tumor, of large dimensions. The best skill 
proved unavailing. She died on the 2lst., inst. 
Ffty-two hours after her death a post-mortem ex- 
amination was permitted. Drs. present, James 
H. Case, Jacos Rirrer, J. B. Esy, and G. Ruter, 
all of Perry county, Pennsylvania. The abdc- 
men heing laid open by Case and Ritter, a care 
cerous tumor about the size of a child’s head, 
presented itself, supposed to weigh about three 
pounds, It occupied the right iliac and inguinal 
tegion, and adhered in front to the peritoneum 
and walls of the abdomen, some five inches in 
length, and extending through the lumbar re- 
gion back to the right kidney, where it was 
firmly attached, embracing its lower third. It 
also adhered underneath the kidney, to the spi- 
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nal column, (firmly upwards) for about six 
inches. A part of this tumor branched out and 
adhered to this colon, which was in part absorbed. 
By making pressure on the tumor one could force 
out soft pulpy or cancerous matter; on cutting 
into the same, it was found to contain cells, and 
to be of the encephaloid, or soft variety, The 
howels were in a congested state. The liver was 
healthy, except the lower lobe which was slightly 
indurated. The kidney also, save that portion 
involved in the cancerous tumor, which was con- 
gested. The ova or ovarium were normal and 
healthy, as was the uterus, The probability is, 
that this cancer was coming on slowly for some 
years, and only took on growth rapidly the last 
three or four months, which gave the most ex- 
cruciating pain, such as could not be palliated 
to any extent, with morphine, or any class of 
narcotics nor anodynes, though given freely in 
every possible form. But amidst the acute pain 
the bright virtues of Christian patience and endu- 
rance was manifested, she lived and died a 
Christian. The strongest probability is, that this 
cancer originated in the colon. It seemed to be 
a part and parcel of the tumor. 
- + eo 
The Australian Disease, 

A eorrespondent sends us the following extract 
from the diary of Brother Hetsse1, a missionary 
in Ramahyuck, Gippsland, Australia, and asks 
us to ‘make something out of it.” 

October 1st.—We had again five scholars, and 
fee] encouraged with this slight progress. The 
Lutheran missionaries have thirteen, who have 
come from the western district; they receive 
food and clothing, and sleep at night in the 


school-room, that they may be as little as possi- 
ble tainted by their parents’ vicious habits. 


3d.—Two well-known chieftains made their 
appearance, and begged for flour, tea, and sugar. 
One of our former scholars presented himself 
again, and I am sorry to see in him all the symp- 
toms of that peculiar lameness, which makes 
cripples of not a few of the blacks; they raise 
their legs high in walking as if they were ina 
hurry to get forward, but were prevented by 
some one holding them hack, and they stumble 
over the slightest obstacle in the way. 

We take this to be the earlier symptoms of 
that peculiar marasmus which destroys so many 
of the natives of Australia. Themuscles undergo 
gradual atrophy, until the patient appears like a 
living skeleton. The appetite continues, and a 
remarkable degree of strength is retained, but 
finally death is certain. We have seen this dis- 
ease described by various non-medical travellers, 
but do not remember any post-mortem examina- 
tions reported, It is said to be contagious. 
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A URETHRAL APPLICATOR AND UNI- 
VERSAL SHOWERING SYRINGE. 


By A. G. Fietp, M.D., 
Of Des Moines, Iowa. 


The following described instrument was 
devised for the purpose of bringing topical 
applications more effectually and uniformly 
upon the urethral mucous membrane than 
the usual methods of employing injections 
admits of. 

In an effort to study some of the pathologi- 
cal conditions of that canal during the past 
year by ocular inspection with the endoscope, 
my attention has been attracted by the con- 
stancy of the maculose appearances of the 
mucous membrane, tumefied blotches, circum- 
scribed patches of abrasion, stricture. etc., in 
cases of blennorrhoea, and other obstinate 
maladies of the part. These conditions as 
their history shows, are usually the extension 
or sequel of less circumscribed disease, in- 
volving at first only the mucous membrane, 
and suggest inefficiency or misapplication 
of treatment which has simply modified the 
preceding form, or eradicated it from a por- 
tion only of the tissues involved. 

Without considering the varieties of one- 
third injections, the indications for the use of 
them, or their comparative value as an ad- 
junct to other treatment, our object is merely 
to invite attention to the manner of using 
them. 

The inferences, from a contemplation of 
the prominences and fosse, sinuses and lon- 
gitudinal folds of the urethral mucous mem- 
brane in its quiescsnt condition, together 
with the usual mode of employing injections, 
seems to afford a starting point for a solution 
of the difficulty, and to present the import- 
ance of overcoming these irregularities by dis- 
tending the canal sufficiently to constitute its 
walls as nearly as possible, smooth and even 
surfaces in the use of local applications. For 
this purpose Dr. M. 8S. Burrzes invented and 
has used with success a syringe, the nozzle of 
which is provided with prongs on either side, 
which being introduced with the nozzle dilate 
the canal while the injection is thrown into 
it. See Medical Record, vol. 11, page 575. 

With the instrument hereafter described, 
all parts of the urethra can be reached with 
equal facility. It is operated with one hand 
and adapted to a variety of conditions. The 
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Need 
and the syringe sufficiently filled with the injection 
to be used, a bulb of proper size for the urethra ig 
attached to the point, and the injection forced into it, 
The urethra having been previously cleared by mic- 
turition, the bulb point is to be introduced into it as 
far back as the disease extends, and the syringe 
gradually discharged as the point is slowly with. 
drawn. 

This instrument has been so far used with very 
satisfactory results. But as its real value can be de- 
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termined only by a more general and extended use 
of it, others interested and having larger opportu 
nities may feel disposed to give it a trial, asa help not 
only in obviating some protracted diseases of the 
urethra, but in facilitating the cure of them in their 





point most suitable having been attached, 


most obstinate forms. 
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The value of the instrument, however, is not 
entirely confined to the use for which it was 
originally designed. As a Universat Snower- 
inc Syrince it has in my hands superseded to 
some extent the use of probangs, caustic holders, 
spray tubes, etc., in the treatment of diseases of 
other canals and cavities of the human body. 

The figure marked (a) is designed to repre- 
sent a strong glass 3 v. syringe, two and one-half 
inches in length, and graduated. 

The rings (b) (b) are attached to the metallic 
eap (c) for support as represented. The point 
or tube (d) is straight, and is six inches in 
length; and the point is curved in its termi- 
nal two-thirds, and is nine inches in length. 
Both are of the size of a No. 4 bougie, and are 
terminated at (e) (e) by screws for the attach- 
ment of the oblong globular bulbs (g) (2) (7) and 
(j), which are perforated in their lesser circum- 
ferences by numerous minute holes, 1-50 inches 

rh less in diameter, except (7), which is perfora- 


ted only at the distal extremity. They corres- 
2 


pond in size to Nos. 4, 6, 8, and 10 bougies, and 
are all adapted to either point or tube (d) and 
if). The tubes or points are attached to the 
syringe by means of a screw, and a sliding 
gage adapted to either point, is useful in locat- 
ing the application at any given distance within 
the orifice of a canal or cavity. 

__ The metallic part of the instrument is of pure 
silver, but its range of usefulness would be some- 
what extended by using some still less corrosive 
metal. 


ee a 


Medical Societies. 


BROWN COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Georgetown, O., April 14th, 1869. 

The Brown County Medical Society met, pur- 
suant toa call of President and Secretary, pub- 
lished in the County papers. The minutes of 
the previous meeting were read and approved. . 

Several very interesting cases were reported 
and fully discussed. Some of the cases were of 
unusual interest, and during the discussion ex- 
cited by them, a complete interchange of opinion 
was had. 

On motion, Dr. E. R. Bett and W. W. Exts- 
BERRY were appointed delegates to the American 
Medical Association to meet in New Orleans in 
May 1869, and Drs D. Goutn, Y. Srernenson, J. 
N. Sarissury and J. L. Wylie, were appointed 
delegates to the Ohio State Medical Society. 

Dr. A. N. Wytie offered a resolution which 
Was unanimously adopted, to the effect that mem- 
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bers of the society shall exact full fees for medi- 
cal attention on all ministers and their families, 
who so far forget their obligations to their pro- 
fession, to society, and to science, as to become 
advisers in the interest of irregular practitioners, 
thus jeopardizing the health and lives of good 
citizens, 

Dr. Sternenson offered a resolution in relation 
to the proposed Geological Survey of the State, 
which was unanimously adapted. 

On motion, the society then adjourned to meet 
in Ripley on the third Wednesday of May next, 
at ten o’clock, A. M. 

Tuomas W. Gorpon, Secretary. 


EpiroriAL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 











A Long Fast. 

A case of a young girl who is said to have 
fasted for the last seventeen months, is thus re- 
ported on by J. Lewis, M. D., of Carmarthen, in 
the Brit. Med. Journal: 


Sarah Jacobs, aged 12 on the 17th of this 
month, is the daughter of a farmer residing in 
the parish of Llanfihangel-ar-Arth, Carmarthen- 
shire, and is the third child in a family of seven. 
All the other children are healthy. The farm is 
situated in a valley having a south aspect, and it 
is near the lower part of the valley. There is 
humid land on the west side of the house. The 
house itself is straw-thatched, with one story. 
The room occupied by the girl is on the ground 
floor, and is of moderate size. The floor is of 
mortar composition, and is not covered with 
boards or matting. There are two bedsteads in 
the room—one occupied by the girl’s parents, 
and the other by herself. Her bedstead is rather 
low, and so placed in the room that no direct 
light falls on the girl; and this has been the 
position of the bed for the last twelve months. 
There has not been any fire in the bedroom from 
the commencement of her illness, 

The alleged facts respecting this girl are, that 
she has not swallowed any food whatever since 
October 10th, 1867; and that she has not swal- 
lowed any water or any other fluid since the end 
of December, 1867. 

Previous History of Sarah Jacobs.—She was 
healthy as a child, and remained so until Febru- 
ary, 1866. At that time she passed through an 
attack of scarlatina, which spread through the 
family; and, although no medical treatment was 
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adopted, all of the children recovered. After 
about a fortnight’s confinement to the house, she 
was quite well, and went to a neighboring school. 
About February 15th, 1867, she first complained 
of pain in the epigastric region; and one morn- 
ing, on getting up, she complained to her mother 
of having some frothy, bloody fluid in lier mouth. 
What the source of this was, could not be ascer- 
tained. Ono Sunday, February 17th, the epigas- 
tric pain, which was chiefly in the left side, be- 
came agonizing, and continued until the evening, 
when, after taking some remedies ordered by 
Mr. Davies of Llandyssil, she was relieved. She 
has never left her bed since this severe attack. 
For a fortnight afterward she complained still of 
epigastric pain, but did not lose consciousness. 
At the end of a fortnight from the commence- 
ment of her illness, she began to suffer from 
convulsive attacks, which, from the description 
given, were epileptic. During the fits the body 
was arched forward very considerably, the centre 
of the spine being very much raised from the 
bed. After continuing fora short time in a state 
of opisthotonos, the muscular spasm suddenly 
ceased, and she fell flat on the bed again. Fora 
whole month she continued in a state of uncon- 
sciousness, suffering from constant repetitions 
of severe convulsive attacks, during which time 
she took little food. At the end of the month 
she seemed to recover natural consciousness, and 
asked for food. From this time the fits ceased 
to be of the convulsive type; they were simply 
temporary loss of consciousness, with sudden 
awakings. For a month she partook of rice and 
milk, and a preparation of oat-meal and milk, in 
fair quantities, She then gradually declined in 
her desire for food until August of the same 
year, when she took only small quantities of 
boiled apple and milk. Thus she continued until 
the 10th of the following October (1867), when 
she ceased to take any food whatever. From 
this date to the following Christmas, she was 
given small quantities of water, in the course of 
the day amounting to only a few teaspoonfuls; 
but, since the end of December, 1867, she has 
not swallowed any fluid. Occasionally, after 
coming out of her attacks, a little water is ap- 
plied to her lips; but even this has not been 
done for the space of nine days. Since she has 
ceased to take any food, she has not suffered 
from any intercurrent attacks of illness, saving 
a few herpetic eruptions on her lip, and an occa- 
sional headache, The last time her bowels were 
" moved was on November 6th, 1867. She con- 
tinued to pass some urine for about a month 
after this, and then she ceased to pass any until 
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August, 1868, when she was found occasionally 
to wet the blanket—about twice a week—with a 
small stain. She has had no secretion from the 
nostrils; and the skin has had no sensible per. 
spiration, except on the hands and feet, which 
feel moist. In May, 1867, she lost all her hair; 
but since then it has been entirely reproduced, 
and is now long. Her second dentition has been 
completed during her illness, and she has grown 
in length during this time. 

State on April 7th, 1869. She was lying ing 
low bed, on her back, the shoulders and head 
slightly raised, and her right arm outside the 
clothes, which she moved at will. Ter face was 
not emaciated, but moderately full, with slight 
flush on the cheeks, and the nose and color of 
lips natural; her features were perfect and good 
looking; the skin of her face generally was 
healthy; her front tee‘h were normal, and it was 
said that the remainder were so, though I did 
not see them. She was not able to open her, 
mouth; she never put out the tongue. The tem- 4 
perature of the forehead was natural; her eyes 
were bright; the irides of hazel brown color, 
The general aspect of her face was that of being 
delicate, not cachectic. As her examination re 
quired to be proceeded with cautiously, her body 
was not uncovered, but my hand was applied 
immediately to the front of the chest and the 
abdomen. The skin covering these parts was 
warm; there was no excessive emaciation felt; - 
the abdomen was not depressed, but was of the 
usual position of a slender child. Occasional, 
flatulent, rumbling noises were heard in the ab- 
domen. The whole of the right arm was seen, 
and the legs; the color and texture of the skin 
on these parts were healthy; the hand looked 
delicate, and the nails well formed. The length 
of the right forearm and hand, from the point of 
the elbow to the end of the middle finger, was if 
inches; from the point of the elbow to the carpal 
end of the ulna, was 8 inches; the girth of the 
middle of the arm, 7 inches, and of the middle of 
the forearm, 6% inches; the length of the whole 
body was 4 feet 8 inches, measured with a tape. 
The respiration was natural; 17 inspirations in 
the minute. The superficial breadth of the chest, 
across the level of the mamma, was 10 inches. 
The pulse was feeble, but distinct and variable, 
from 100 to 108 per minute. The temperature 
in the axilla, after three minute’s rest, was 95°; 
the temperature of the feet rather low. She 
sleeps well every night, from six to eight hours, 
but she does not sleep in the day. She is cheer 
ful in her disposition. I heard her read aloud 4 
Welsh hymn; her voice was plaintive, but mod- 
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erately loud and distinct. During my visit, she 
had three or four attacks of unconsciousness; one 
was caused by the barking of a dog; she par- 
tially closed the eyelids, and remained perfectly 
still; the color of the face was not altered. After 
two or three minutes, she heaved a sigh, made a 
slight sound, and seemed like one suddenly awak- 
ing from sleep. 

She is once a day removed from one bed to an- 
other, for the purpose of shaking her bed; during 
this time she remains in a state of unconscious- 
ness, or what they call “‘a fit,” and does not re- 
cover until replaced in her own bed. She is 
clothed in a colored flannel and calico night- 
dress. 





Neuralgia of the Face. 

The following extract is from a lecture deliv- 
ered before the Union Dental Association at 
Toronto, by Dr. Wu. Cannirr, and published in 
the Canada Journal of Dental Science. 

Neuralgia, or irritation of the dental nerve, 
is often the cause of mydriasis or dilatation of 
the pupil. Likewise the various muscles of the 
eye have been found paralysed in cases of wound 
of the infra, or supra orbital nerves, or in cases 
of neuralgia, Cases of hem‘plegia, that is, pa- 
talysis of one side of the body, are recorded, in 
which the disease was limited to a part of a limb. 
as the face, or the eye, due to ticdouloreux. Dr. 
SazaRMaN mentions a case of hemiplegia of the 
right limbs, caused by neuralgia of the right 
inferior maxilliary nerve. Brown-Sfquarp re- 
cords seventeen cases of hemiplegia from morbid 
reflex action, due to irritation of the fifth nerve 
near its origin, or of the crus cerebelli. Almost 
every physician has met with cases of hemiple- 
gia, caused by a diseased tooth, which was en- 
irely removed by the extraction of the tooth. 

Anesthesia, loss of sensation, is not a rare 
thing from morbid reflex action. One whole 
side of the face has been repeatedly affected, 
which was due to neuralgia of the trifacial 
nerves of the same side. Brown-Sféquarp men- 
tions a case of anzesthesia of part of the forehead 
ind face, in consequence of the irritation of a 
branch of the fifth pair on the cheek bone by 
& bruise. I might continue to enumerate in- 
stances of morbid reflex action and sensation, 
i connection with the fifth pair of nerves, such 
4% amaurosis, where there is diminution or com- 
Plete loss of sight, without any external mark 
thereof, the optic nerve or retina being affected. 

is is a not uncommon result by reflex action, 
of diseases of the supra-orbital or infra-orbital 
herve, especially neuralgia; also, after injuries 





of those nerves. Many cases are recorded in 
which amaurosis is cured by curing the neu- 
ralgia. Indeed, there is no nerve which pos- 
sesses s0 much power to cause reflex morbid 
function as the fifth pair. This is, of course, 
due to the extensive nature of the distribution of 
this pair, as well as its numerous anastomoses. 

Neuralgia, or tic douloreux, is a term often 
used, without, perhaps, any specific idea as to its 
purport. Neuralgia is characterized principally 
by acute pain, sudden in its onset and disappear- 
ance. It is due to pathological irritation of the 
nerve, by which the component elements of a 
nerve trunk are disturbed, and thereby incapaci- 
tated to carefully discharge their duty. It is 
akin to inflammatory action. Now the primary 
irritation may exist in the trunk of the nerve, or 
at the periphery of one of its branches, One of 
the most common sources of neuralgia is in con- 
nection with the fifth nerve, and it is very fre- 
quently seen arising in a small dental nerve 
where the tooth is decayed. Consequently, neu- 
ralgia of the face is by far the most ordinarily 
met with by the surgeon and the dentist. But 
neuralgia of the fifth nerve may be produced by 
other causes. It may be the result of irritation 
in other nerves, while, also, an irritation of the 
nerves of the jaws may cause a neuralgia else- 
where than in the face. A few instances may 
be given:—Tumors on the head pressing upon a 
nerve have caused neuralgia, and the removal of 
the tumor effectually cured the disease. An in- 
jury to a nerve in one side of the body has pro- 
duced neuralgia upon the other side. Neuralgia 
of the left temple has resulted from a severe cut 
over the right parietal bone. Cases are recorded 
in which there was neuralgia of the arm, caused 
by an irritation of the dental nerve from a 
decayed tooth. These were always cured by the 
extraction of the decayed tooth. A tumor upon 
the inferior dental nerve has caused facial neu- 
ralgia. Dr. Green, of New York, has, by removal 
of such tumor, cured the neuralgia. Repeatedly, 
division, or excision of a portion of the orbital 
nerve has removed neural gia—sometimes of years 
standing. Burns, and the resulting cicatrix, as 
well as wounds, have caused neuralgia, which 
nothing but excision would remove. 

Neuralgia is very likely to lead to alterations 
in nutrition; not alone of the soft parts, but in 
the teeth. In all cases where there is disease of 
a dental nerve during the period of growth, 
there will result defective formation of the tooth. 
And at any period of life it will impair their 
integrity, and tend to decay. 

In like manner deranged action of the nerve 
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may cause morbid secretion, or completely arrest 
it, as of the saliva. It may induce cataract as 
well. These morbid secondary results may re- 
main there after the primary and secondary 
causes have passed away, or have been cured, 
even after a portion of the nerve has been re- 
moved. 

Again, neuralgia may lead to, or cause gray- 
ness of the hair, or some affection of the ear. 
Not unfrequently, neuralgia is complicated with 
hysteria, a protean malady of constant occur- 
rence. Instances are recorded in which hyste- 
ria succeeded facial neuralgia, and came on 
regularly at the same hour of the day as the 
neuralgia had. Now here is an affection of the 
fifth nerve, extending to the nerve centre, beyond 
the origin of the roots. Similar cases are men- 
tioned, in which there was an exchange of a 
peripheral, or a central disorder. For instance, 
neuralgia will sometimes terminate in mania, or 
melancholia; occasionally the one will alternate 
with the other. An interesting case is men- 
tioned by a German writer, of neuralgia of the 
left fifth nerve, which was followed by sensations 
of distress, a special feature of which was that 
the patient had not room enough; that every- 
thing around him was getting narrower, and 
converging toward him; the walls seemed to be 
closing together round him, and the ceiling to 
be sinking down. If in the street, he appeared 
to be entering into a cul de sac, while crowds of 
people seemed to be pressing toward him. Here 
we have reflected action characterized by abnor- 
mal ideas. The irritation of the nerve excites 
parts of the brain, which are not involved in the 
neuralgia itself, just as we have in some cases, 
morbid co-sensations, in this we have morbid co- 
ideas, as result of the hyperesthesia of the fifth 
nerve. 








Cohnheim’s Theory. 

Professor Kotoman Batocn, of Pesth, denies 
the correctness of the conclusions drawn by 
Watter in 1846, and Cotmaerm in 1867, on the 
identity of the white blood-corpuscles and pus- 
corpuscles. THe does not believe that the white 
corpuscles pass out of the uninjured capillary 
walls; and did not succeed in observing their 
“amoeboid movements,” although he made many 
careful .microscopical examinations. He says 
that the theory revived with so much eclat by 
Connuerm™ is destined to sink into oblivion, as 
did the original one of Watier. (Virchow's 
Archiv, November 5th, 1868.) As his experi. 
ments were made only on the mesentery of frogs, 
the inflammation being induced by exposure to 
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the air, and as Connnztu’s apparently conclusive 
arguments receive greatest support from observa. 
tions in ceratitis, the corneal tissue possessing 
many advantages for the study, we hope that 
Dr. Batocn’s negative testimony may prove to be 
incorrect. Conmnuerm’s theory, once thoroughly 
established in truth, contains the germs of such 
improvements in our knowledge of pathology 
that we would reluctantly see it pass away ass 
mere chimera. A. A. H, 








Remedy for Whooping Cough. 

An experienced practitioner, in an article pub- 
lished in the Canada Medical Journal, says that 
the following prescription for whooping cough is 
the best he has met with: 


RK. Ammon bromid., ij. 
Acid hydrocyan. dil., xx. 
Tinct. sem. stramonii, m xx. 
Water and syrup, Ziv. M. 


A teaspoonful three times daily to a child two 
years old, will often relieve in twenty-four hour 
Two or three grains of the bromide of ammonia 
may be given three times daily.— Med. Record, 
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“Public Parks; their effects upon the Moral, 
Physical and Sanitary Condition of the Inhabi- 
tants of large cities; with special reference to 
the City of Chicago,” is the title of a pamphlet of 
about a hundred pages by Dr. Jonn H. Raves, 
the sanitary superintendent and registrar of vital 
statistics of that city (S.G.Grecas & Co. pub 
lishers,) It was prepared in compliance with 
resolution of the Chicago Academy of Sciences, 
and read before this body at a recent meetin 
The facts it contains in regard to the history, 
value and extent of parks in cities are of interest 
to every municipality, and especially deserving 
attention in our western country where so many 
cities are in process of formation. Received 
through Dr. Napuecyt. 

The literature of the transfusion of blood has 
been enriched by an essay of 157 pages by Dr. 
L. von Berina-Swrontkowskt, of Heidelberg, 
entitled “Die Transfusion des Blutes in phy- 
siologischer und medicinischer Beziehung.” It 
is embellished with a number of wood cuts. 
This subject has just now additional interest 
from the fact that at least two operations of sat 
cessful transfusion have been performed in this 
city, quite recently, showing the value of the 
procedure beyond doubt. 
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a@ Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence 
News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fally solicited. 


Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 


4s@ To insure publication, articles must be practical 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, so as to require little revision. 


We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profession. 

—— 
THE INTERMARRIAGE OF RELATIVES. 

Nearly all the Indians of North America were 
to into clans, or, as they were called by the 
Algonkins, totems, the genealogies of which 
were scrupulously preserved in the female line. 
No person could marry in their own totem, 
and it was currently believed that if this rule 
was violated, serious physical consequences would 
result. 

The law of Moses, as laid down in the book 

of Leviticus, was equally stringent, and defines 
with great precision the relationship within 
which marriage is not permissible. Incest is 
nigh universally regarded as a crime, though on 
what grounds it is difficult to say. Darwin, in 
his last work suggests that the desire of novelty 
first led men to seek women not of their own 
household, and this tendency, increasing by the 
process of selection, gradually grew to an invin- 
ible repugnance. 
We say itis difficult to see on what grounds 
incestuous marriages were avoided by primitive 
nations; still less why the conjugal union of 
first cousins, uncles and nieces, etc, were con- 
demned. For it is a strange fact that even after 
the numerous investigations, the repeated exami. 
nation of statistics, and the impartial scrutiny of 
thousands and tens of thousands of cases, physi- 
tians are yet entirely disagreed as to the effect 
of such marriages, either on those who form 
them, or their offspring. 

This has impressed us forcibly quite recently 
inreading two essays on the intermarriage of 
Wlatives, both written by men who have given 
the topic conscientious study, who are equally 
“mpetent to pronounce an opinion, and yet who 
Wrive at widely divergent conclusions. One of 


chusetts, the other Dr. F. J. Bearenn, of Ber- 
lin. The former’s article appears in the Psy 
chological Journal for April, that of the latter in 
the December number of the Journal fur Kinder- 
krankheiten. 

Dr. ALLEN italicises his conclusion that cou- 
sins should not intermarry. He bases this ver- 
dict on the belief that “there are in cousins, ac- 
cording to the best statistics gathered, so much 
of a family likeness, and so much imperfection of 
structure, morbidness of function or eccentricity 
of character, that the hereditary effects are deci- 
dedly prejudicial to offspring.” In other words 
that the children of cousins who have married 
are more likely to die early, and to have some 
hereditary taint of body or mind than others, or 
else that such marriages will be wholly sterile. 
This belief is supported by a number of statis 
tics, especially by those collected by Dr. Bemrss, 
and published in the Transactions of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. But he has by no 
means confined himself to these, though we ,can- 
not say that he has at all exhausted the mate- 
rials at hand. 

Nearly the same authors are quoted by Dr. 
Benrenp, nearly the identical statistics scruti- 
nized. And yet with what different eyes the 
following summary of his views will show. He 
concludes thus: 

“The relationship of the parents, no matter how 
near this may be (even to brother and sister), 
exerts in itself positively no injurious influence 
on the physical or mental character of the child- 
ren, nor is it in the least a cause of sterility. 

‘“‘ Repeated marriages, generation after genera- 
tion, between relatives, have nevertheless the 
effect of developing the bodily or mental weak- 
nesses of ancestors in their descendants, and in 
this respect a crossing of blood becomes a neces- 
sity in order to avoid these weaknesses. 

‘But per contra, just as these weaknesses are 
increased by such marriages, so are physical 
‘and mental advantages, such as muscular power, 
courage, business tact, energy, etc. They are 
developed and become the rights of birth, and 
therefore precisely these marriages are to be re- 
commended (es wiirde gerade solche Ehen zu 
empfeblen sein,) in order to keep the blood pure, 
and improve the family.” 

Now it is curious to see how from almost 
the same facts and figures, two writers reach 
diametrically opposite conclusions. In examin- 
ing Dr. ALLEN’s paper, he seems to have over- 
looked certain sources of error. The statistics in 

relation to deaf and dumb, and idiotic children, 
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open to the objection that they start from the 
children and go back to the parents, instead of 
commencing with parents and inquiring about 
their children. This exposes them to serious 
errors. 

As to the charge of sterility, ‘‘ nothing,” says 
Dr. Gattarp in the Nouveau Dictionaire des 
Sciences Medicales, ‘is more illusory.’? A com- 
parison of all the materials at hand shows that 
in ordinary marriages 1 in 8 women is sterile; 
but between relations only 1 in 10 is sterile. 
Therefore so far as fecundity is concerned such 
marriages are advantageous. 

Now let it not be replied to this that these chil- 
dren dieearly. Justthe contrary. Dr. Gattarp 
gives the general mortality of children under 
seven years at 1 in 6.40; while the mortality of 
children under seven in marriages of consan- 
guinity is one in 8.10, Once more heavily in 
favor of the union of cousins. Dr. Epwarp Smita 
tells us that out of a thousand cases of consump- 
tion he had examined, in only siz was there con- 
sanguinity of parents. 

Dr. Benrenp gives repeated instances of 
families who have for centuries married “in and 
in,” and whose members are now remarkable for 
physical strength, health, and good looks. It is 
extremely curious that Dr. ALLEN should have 
so entirely »verlooked these instances. Or was 
he unwilling to meet them? For ourselves, 
while expressing no opinion as to the question 
at issue, we must say that the American writer 
has by no means done away with the necessity of 
giving the inquiry another examination before it 
is definitely decided. 

ee 
The Woman Question, 

At a meeting of the Edinburgh University 
Court, held on April 19th, appeals were heard 
against the admission of Miss Buaxe to certain 
classes in the University during the coming sum- 
mer session, as approved of by the Senatus. The 
following resolution was adopted: 


“The Court, considering the difficulties at pre- 
sent standing in the way of carrying out the re- 
solution of the Senatus as a temporary arrange- 
ment in the interest of one lady, and not being 
prepared to adjudicate finally on the question 
whether women should be educated in the medi- 
cal classes of the University, sustain the appeals, 
and recall the resolution of the Senatus.”’ 

a 


kay The Proceedings of the American Medi- 
cal Association, at its late meeting in New Or- 
leans, specially prepared for us by the Secretary, 
received too late for this number, will appear 
next week. 








Notes and Comments, 





THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN, 
Compiled by Gro. H. Napueys, M.D. 
No. 13. 





This column will contain each week a collection of the 
Recipes, remarkable for their novelry and e'egance, now 
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by 
them in reent lectures at College and Hspital Clinics, 
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published 
monographs and systematic treatise, and in the current 
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will 
include formule for hypodermic injections, for inhala- 
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments, 
lotions, collyria, etc., ete. 

The selection will be such that each prescription will 
commend itzelf, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the 
authority of the name of the phy-ician by whom origi- 
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest 
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro- 
fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measure 
resorted to by eminent living physicians. 

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formule, and 
issue them in book form. a) 


Treatment of Skin Diseases. ' 
J. M. Da Costa, M.D. 
99. RB. Ung. hydrarg. oxidi rubri, 
Unguenti hydrargyri, 44 3ij. 
Glycerin, f Zss. M. 

For psoriasis; to be rubbed in morning ané 
evening, when there are no vesicles, after wash- 
ing the parts with Castile soap. Internally, 

100. BR. Liquor arsenici et hydrar- 
gyri iodidi, m x. 

In water, ter die, after meals. Avoid fatty 
articles of diet, and those highly salted. The 
most important thing in skin diseases is to deter 
mine, not so much their character externally, a 
to ascertain with what internal conditions they 
are associated. 

In the acute stages of psoriasis the following 


may be used. 2 
101. BR. Cerati plumbi subacet., 3ij. 
Glycerin, 3). 
Cerati simplicis, giv. M. 


Attention should be paid to the digestive syt 
tem. Then, after the acute inflammatory condi 
tion has subsided, the red precipitate ointment 
(No. 99) may be employed, or 

102. K. Sulphuris iodidi, pr. X. 
Adipis, 3j- 

To be rubbed in morning and evening, Inter 

nally, Donovan’s solution, as above, ter die. 


—— ad 





* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the yes 
1869, by Gro. H. Naparys, M.D, in the Clerk’s office dl 
the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylv® 
nia. 

N.B. This copyright is not intended t» prevent medi- 
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be 
ing issued in book form. 
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103. BR. Vini ergote, 
Tr.cardamomicomp., 44 f3j. M. 

Teaspoonful ter die in rheumatic purpura, to- 
gether with three grain pills of VaLier’s mass 
three times a day. In this affection the extrava- 
sation of blood depends upon an alteration in 
the capillaries, and not merely upon the changed 
condition of the blood. Therefore, remedies like 
ergot and digitalis, particularly the former, are 
indicated to act upon the capillary vessels, as 
well as chalybeates to improve the state of the 
circulating fluid. 

Tizury Fox, M.D., Lond., Physician to the Skin 

Department, Charing Cross Hospital, etc., ete. 
104.. RB. Zinci oxidi, Bij. 

Calaminze preeparate, 3ij. 
Glycering, f.Zij. 
Aquee rose, f.3Zviij. M. 

Use in eczema, generally when the surface is 
tender and red. The part should be lightly ban- 

ged with this lotion, which should be used 
i freely so as to keep the surface moist, and 
exclude the air if possible. If the itching or 
sensation of burning is bad, the following may 
be used. 

105. BR. Potassii cyanidi, gr. iij—v. 

Adipis, 3j- 

In the second, or exudative stage, ointments 
should be generally avoided. In proportion as 
the heat or itching, the redness or swelling dis- 
appear, astringents should be employed, but when- 
eer there are signs of irritation, soothing ank 
emollient remedies should be used externally. 
This treatment, together with aperient tonics, gen- 
erally controls the discharge. The diseased parts 
thould be most gently handled at all times. Soap 
thould not be used, and no friction with the 
dothes allowed. When the third or scaly stage 
igeached, it is often still highly necessary to 
s0id the use of any application which acts as an 
initant, for irritability is one of the chief charac. 
teristics of the skin of an eczematous subject. 
106, RB. Creosoti, 


gtt. xl. 
Glycerina, 


f.Ziij. 


Aque, f.2vj—viij. M. 

Used in pityriasis, 

107. BR. Acidi carbolici, Bij. 
Glycerinx, £.3} 


‘BJs 
Aquee rose, ad f.3viij. M. 
Used in ring- worm of the surface especially. 
18. R. Hydrarg. chlor. corros., gr. j. 


Tincturse benzoni, f.3i). 
Aque destillate, f.Zvj. M. 


Used in acne; to be applied two or three times 
‘day, This preparation, known as virgin’s milk, 
isalso recommended by Hera. 





in Milwaukee, We have no acquaintance with 
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109. RB. Argentichloridi, gr. y—xy. 
Cerati adipis, jj. 


Used in psoriasis. 
Prof. 8. D. Gross, 


110. K. Tr. ferri chloridi, 
Liq. potasswarsenitis,  f.Ziss, 
Hydrarg. chlor. corros., gr. iij. M. 
Thirty drops ter die, in sweetened water, 
through a tube, as an altcrant tonic for eczema, 


Prof. Hepra. 


3}. 


111. RK. Sulphuris, 


Alcohol, £3} M. 

Used in acne; to be applied at night by means 
of a camel-hair pencil, after washing the face 
with soft-soap. It is removed in tho morning, 
by means of soap. Cacao butter is kept on all 


day. 
Frank F. Maory, M.D. 


112. BR. Ung. hydrarg. nitratis, Ziss. 
Olei olives, f.Ziss, 
Glycerine, f.Ziss. M. 


A pomade in eczema, ete. 
Trowas Hawkes Tanner, M.D., F. L. 8., Lond. 
113. kK. Unguenti creasoti, 
Unguenti sulphuris, 44 3ss. M. 
In pityriasis and some other chronic cutaneous 


affections. 
ee 


Drug Law in New York, 

The New York Legislature has passed a law 
to protect the public against ignorant apotheca- 
caries’ clerks. 1t provides, under heavy penal- 
ties, that no person shalleprepare a prescription 
unless he has served two years’ apprenticeship 
in a drug store, or is a graduate of a medical 
college, or college of pharmacy, except under the 
direct supervision of some person possessing one 
of these qualifications. The act contains other 
provisions to make these regulations effective, 
but this is the gist of the law. 





Brisk Trade in Doctors. 

A friend in Illinois favors us with a card of 
Dr. T. W——, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, who an- 
nounces to the profession that the States of New 
York, Ohio, Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin, 
have passed laws that no person can practice 
medicine unless he is a graduate of some medi- 
cal college, and as a diploma is primd facie evi- 
dence of such graduation, he offers them for sale, 
“‘ bond fide and recognized throughout the world,” 
for a very reasonable rate. 

Dr. T. W——, claims to represent a medical 
institution chartered by the Legislature of Wis- 
consin, and runs a hospital and collegiate agency 
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the statutes of that state, but if they do thus 
favor an unwhipped rascal, who makes it his 
business to aid other rascals to escape the laws, 
those statutes had better be repealed and modi- 
fied as becomes a Christian commonwealth. If 
any of our friends will agree to give T. W . 
M. D., a lift for this swindling, we will take plea- 
sure in forwarding his full name and exact ad- 
dress. 











Bromide of Potassium. 

In the Union Médicale of January 21st, it is 
stated that the last number of the Reports of the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society of Bordeaux con- 
tains an account of a case of epilepsy, in which 
the patient, a woman, took the bromide of potas- 
sium in amounts varying from thirty grains to 
one ounce per diem, for a period of about one 
year. At the end of this time she died, as is 
alleged, from the debilitating effects of the salt. 





Case of Asexualism. 

In the proceedings of the Buffalo Medical Asso- 
ciation we find the following case of this rare de- 
formity reported by Dr. Lirtiz. It was a post 
mortem examination on a young person known 
as John R., aged 25 years, of Irish parentage, 
born in New York, of effeminate appearance, 
having no beard, and never having shaved his 
face. Had followed the occupation of cook on 
board of vessels on the lakes; belonged to a mili- 
tary company in the city, and served in the U. S. 
Army two years. Post mortem examination re- 
vealed no organs of generation, male or female; 
neither penis, scrotum or testicles, vulva, vagina, 
uterus or ovary, but what might be called a 
miniature penis, not as large as that of a new 
horn male child. On examining it closely, out- 
lines of labize could be seen. 

The specimen was carefully removed for 
further investigation, by sawing through the 
pubes, and removing the parts in situ, with the 
bladder and part of the rectum and anus. Dr. 
Miner was present at the examination and per- 
haps has since, more carefully examined the 
parts, as he has the specimen in keeping for the 
museum of the Baffalo Medical College. 


Dr. Miner editor of the Buffalo Medical and 
Surgical Journal, in which periodical the pro- 
ceedings are reported, said, that he had little to 
add to the description of Dr. Lirrrz. The sub- 
ject had the general appearance and form of the 
female, and every one, judging from it alone, 
would unhesitatingly call him a woman; but 
upon examining the sexual region he would 
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that “examination revealed no organs of generg. 
tion, male or female,” and with his subsequent ex. 
planations he would endorse fully the statement, 
Certainly there are no developed generative 
organs natural to either man or woman. He had 
not himself, and he presumed Dr. Lirrie had 
not made examination sufficient to be able to say 
that the neighboring parts contained no rudimen- 
tary organs answering to either sex. He had 
thus far avoided mutilating it by dissection, 
being desirous of preserving its natural appear. 
ance, but dissection could be made and still cauge 
no injury to the specimen. The penis is rudi 
mentary, but still has a foreskin, and as felt 
through foreskin, a glans penis. The bladder 
was greatly enlarged, containing urine, which, 
on pressure, freely escaped through the urethra, 
which terminates naturally in the miniature 
penis. There are no testicles, unless they are 
to be found in the inguinal region or walls of 
the abdomen, There is no womb, unless it is 
rudimentary and entirely concealed in the tissug 
between the urethra and rectum; nothing like an 
ovary could be found in normal position. He 
thought it possible that careful dissection would 
reveal rudimentary organs which would mor 
positively determine the sex. He mistrusted 
this might prove true, because it would be suchs 
rare and perhaps unheard of anomaly, if no ser 
ual apparatus could be found. If she was 4 
man, she had many of the characteristics and 
appearances of a woman, and if he was a womat, 
certainly it must require most careful examine 
tion to demonstrate the presence of any of the 
female sexual organs. The case seemed remark 
able to him, whatever might be shown by more 
careful] examination. 

Dr. Wuite remarked that the case related by 
Drs. Miner and Lirtie possessed great interet 
to the embryologist. The entire absence of 
tal organs, both male and female, was certainly 
very rare. In this instance, so far as could 
discovered by the eminent gentlemen making 
the examination, there are no rudimentary 
organs of either sex. It is possible that upon’ 
more careful inspection the rudimentary fil 
ments may be discovered, having been arrested 
in their development at an early period in foetal 
growth. Complete absence of the uterus bas 
been doubted by many, because a more careful 
study of cases recorded as authority rendered the 
presence of rudimentary organs of one or the 
other sex presumable or evident, Simply xa 
ining the living is by no means conclusive 
this point. To arrive at reliable conclusions § 





perhaps say, she isa man. Dr, Lirrie has said 


careful post mortem examination is importan 
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A recent writer, Kos of Vienna, says “ complete 
absence of the uterus, especially where accom- 
panied with defective fallopian tubes and ovaries, 
js rarely found except in infants with an unde- 
yeloped condition of the lower half of the body 
and incapable of existence. Cases of absence of 
the uterus with complete development of the 
rest of the body had been but rarely met with.” 





A Precocious Child, 


The St. Charles (Minn.) Herald, of recent date, 
contains the following singular account of a pre- 
cocious child, reported by Dr. J. H. Suppuru, 
said to be one of the most respectable physicians 
of that ilk. Of course, as the matter is about 
talking so much, it is a female child. He says: 


“T was called upon a few days ago to attend a 
sick child, a daughter of William and Mary Jane 
Hearsey, living in the southwest part of St. 
Charles township. I found the child, aged a few 
days under five months very ill. After adminis- 
tering medicine to the child, I was startled to 
ye it say very distinctly, “Mamma, baby don’t 

nt any more.” Completely nonplussed, I in- 
quired of the mother how long the babe had 
talked. As though it were no unusual occur- 
rence, she coolly said it commenced talking a 
few days before it was three months old! Deeply 
impressed with this unheard of and premature 
development, I watched the child with the deepest 
interest. It does not prattle, as is usual with 
infants when first trying to talk, stumbling upon 
and straining at words. It speaks clearly and 
coherently, a regular sentence that clearly ex- 
presses its thought or ideas. It seems to think, 
and then expresses its thoughts calmly and 
clearly. It seems to note the anxiety and wishes 
ofothers. A little four-year old brother was out 
of the house, and several members of the family 
inquired where he was. He soon came in, when 
the baby seeing him, said to the mother: ‘“‘Otty 
has come home.” It will lie quietly in its cradle 
while its mother is at work, and when it is hun- 

will say “baby wants dinner,” or “mamma 
¥ baby up,” as plainly as a child of five or 

years of age. I may as well mention the fact 
that another of the children commenced talking 
at eight months old, 





Japanese Dentistry. 

They have dentists in Japan, who evidently 
do not enjoy the benefits of Dental Associations 
and journals, The Japanese are a remarkable 
People; their jugglers are unsurpassed; but 
tmmend us not to their dentists. Their man- 
ner of extracting a tooth must be tempting to 
their patients, and reminds one of the method of 
femoving a rusty screw. The tooth is tapped 
vith a mallet, until it can be extracted with the 
fingers ; pleasantly suggestive of an amount of 
malleting, which we should think would not 
ommend Japanese dentistry. 
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Paris, March 15, 1869, 
Sulphuret of Potassium as a Remedy for Croup, 
Epitors oF THE MEDICAL AND SurG. REPoRTER? 

Some time ago Mr. Baxsosa, of Lisbon, re- 
commended sulphuret of potassium as a remedy 
for the croup. Dr. Lasart and several other 
French physicians tried it without much success, 
notwithstanding the striking results which Mr, 
Barsosa had experienced in its employment, 
Dr. Lanar tried sulphuret of potassium as an ex- 
pectorant to combat the dry cough, which is so 
dangerous a stage in a disease. Not obtaining 
from this specific the result which he expected, 
in the case of a little girl of two years of age, 
Dr. Lazat administered acetate of potash, which 
can be given in a large dose, and possesses the 
advantage of not having a strong flavor. He 
prescribed this salt in doses of 10 grammes dis- 
solved in 120 grammes of water, to be taken by 
teaspoonfuls every half hour. Three hours of 
this treatment produced an abundant expectora- 
tion, but in this particular case the secretion 
becoming purulent, the child succumbed. 

Convinced, however, that he had found a 
medicine capable of producing an abundant 
mucous expectoration, Dr. Lasat administered 
acetate of potash with proportion of 8 grammes 
to 120 grammes of water to a child of eighteen 
months, in which the cough had assumed an 
alarming dryness, twenty-four hours after tra- 
cheotomy. The following day mucous expecto- 
rations had reappeared and the child recovered, 
after a treatment of 16 grammes of acetate of 
potash, since this last case acetate of potash 
has been several times used under similar 
circumstances, notably by Dr. Dapow of St. 
Andrew’s hospital at Bordeaux, and always with 
marked success. 

Dr. Lecornat physician to the Transatlantic 
Navigation Company has just published a remedy 
which he considers infallible for sea sickness. 
It consists of faradisation of the epigastrie region, 
accompanied by the external use of a solution of 
atropine. 

During the first day he does not attempt to 
arrest vomiting, when its frequency does not pass 
the limits natural to the temperament of the pa- 
tient. Experience has proved that if these evacu- 
ations are suddenly stopped at the commence- 
ment the result is an obstinate constipation. 





eo? as soon as sea sickness passes the 








378 
limits of an ordinary indisposition, means of 
combating it should at once be sought, especially 
in the case of nersons of an extremely nervous 
temperament, convulsions of a very grave nature 
might ensue. 

When the illness assumes a serious character 
Dr. Lecornat recommends friction of the epigas- 
tric region with a cloth dipped in water, which 
may have a little soap dissolved in it; then when 
this region is completely cleared of all greasy 
matter, he uses the following lotion: 


Sulphate of atropia, 2 or 3 centigrammes, 

Water, 30 grammes. 

He afterwards applies a copper plate of four 
or five centimeters in diameter, in communica- 
tion with one of the poles of a Rhumkorff’s medi- 
cal coil, within five or six centimetres of the navel, 
in an upward and outward direction, the other 
exciter furnished with a wet sponge, is then 
moved from the hollow of the epigastrium to the 
plate, following the direction of the curves of the 
stomach. Five or six applications on each side 
generally suffice. These should be made as near 
as possible to the costal cartilages, without, how- 
ever, touchingthem, The intensity of the current 
should be graduated according to the suscepti- 
bility of the patient, and the violence of the 
vomiting. It is sometimes advisable to use a 
small metallic pencil instead of the plate, in 
order to produce an energetic rubefaction, and 
an efficacious revulsion. 

Since 1865, when Dr. Lecornat commenced 
these experiments, he has had an opportunity of 
repeating them in several hundred cases, on 
persons of both sexes and of every social posi- 
tion. Tis success has been nearly prompt and 
decisive. 

Perhaps the means employed by Dr. Lecornat 
may be equally well adapted for checking the 
vomiting peculiar to pregnancy, but in this case 
attention to the effect of electricity on the gen- 
eral condition of the mother and child. 

General Science, 

The deplorable accident which occurred a 
short time ago in the Place de la Sorbonne, was, 
as our readers are probably aware, caused by the 
explosion of a quantity of powder destined to 
charge submarine torpedoes. Since that occur- 
rence, public attention in France has been exten- 
sively interested in the causes which brought it 
about, and the proper measures to be adopted to 
prevent the recurrence of similar accidents, The 
general press has given currency to the most 
erroneous reports of the origin of the explosion, 


and it is to set the matter right before the pub- 
lic, or at least, before that part of it best capable 
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of judging of the matter, that we occupy yoar 


readers’ attention with this subject. 

The non-scientific press universally stated that 
the accident was due to the spontaneous ignition 
of picrate of potash, a salt, according to their 
reports, which can be scarcely touched or heated 
without exploding instantly. This is a grave 
error, which it is of moment to rectify, for we are 
persuaded that in no remote future the picrates 
are destined to play an important part in indus. 
try. Picrate of potash is by no means the terri- 
ble salt reputed. It can be struck or heated to 
300 degrees without exploding This fact is so 
well established that Mr. Desiano..e, inventor of 
a new powder into the composition of which 
picrate of potash enters, has been authorized to 
conduct his experiments in the Bouchet powder 
manufactory, one of the most important govern- 
ment mills. If the substance were as dangerous 
as the general press represents it, it is very un- 
likely that Mr, DesianotLe would have obtained 
this privilege. The quality which has lately} 
called attention to this salt of potash is that it 
produces when ignited an unusually large quan- 
tity of gas, and consequently possesses an enor 
mous bursting power. To render its combustion 
complete, however, it must be mixed with nitrate 
or chlorate of potash, which burn the excessive 
carbon contained by the picric acid. With 
nitrate of potash the combustion of the picrate is 
slow, but nevertheless complete, a fact which per- 
mits its use as a constituent of an ordinary gun 
powder, which is much stronger than that com- 
posed of sulphur, charcoal and nitre. With chlo- 
rate of potash it is complete and instantaneous, 
Picrate of potash, so combined, becomes an explo- 
sive powder, absolutely unfit for firearms, but ex- 
cellent as a bomb charge, and above all for sub- 
marine torpedoes. The instantaneous explosio 
of the mixture of picrate and chlorate of ane 
which takes place on agitating, or the slightest 
elevation of temperature, is due especially to the 
chlorate of potash, a substance which can. be 
hammered alone, and even pulverized in an iron 
mortar with a pestle of 70 kilogrammes, as wé 
have seen ourselves a hundred times, Chlorate 
of potash, in combination with any organic sub- 
stance, such as sugar or gum, is very easily ex 
ploded. It will be easily understood then, that, 
when mixed with an active substance, such a8 
picrate of potash it becomes a very sensitive 
composition. It is thus to the chlorate and not 
to the picrate of potash that the mixture of these 
substances owes their peculiar susceptibility 
explode, but it is the picrate which gives them the 
really fearful bursting power which they possess 
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Spontaneous Absorption of Cataract. 
Epitors Mep. anv Sura. Reporter: 

I send you the following report of a remarka- 
ble case occurring in my practice. Aside from 
its novelty and rarity, I have never read any 
account of a similar case. 

Mrs. W., xt. 60 years, has been afflicted with 
cataract the past nine years, and was totally blind. 

Three months since I was requested to see 
her, as she was suffering from a severe attack of 
neuralgia in the supra orbital nerves upon the left 
side, accompanied with inflammation of the eye. 

In a few days, with appropriate remedies, the 
symptoms were relieved, and upon the subsi- 
dence of the inflammation, she remarked that 
she could see the light of day. At the time I 
did not attach much importance to the remark, 
and ceased my visits. 

In a few days her husband informed me that 
the sight was still improving, and requested me 
to see her again. 

I called to see her, and upon careful examina- 
tion, observed that the opacity of the lens had 
undergone a change, and that rays of light were 
certainly transmitted to the retina. I tested her 
with many different objects; she then saw but 
indistinctly, and remarked that she saw every- 
thing double, and it appeared to her as if she 
could see through the object, and there appeared 
a blue blaze surrounding it. 

I find that she can see much better when a few 
drops of atropia are put in the eye, and in place 
of the blue blaze, everything has a reddish tinge. 

This seems to me to be a case of spontaneous 
absorption, brought about by the perturbing in- 
fluence of the neuralgia. 

As the right eye was not subjected to any such 
influence, there is consequently no change there. 

With a view to her relief, as she now seems 
anxious for the full restoration of her sight, I 
have advised an operation upon the right eye, 
and let the left eye alone, to see what will be the 
result. 

At present the improvement is still going on, 
and she can make out the features of her family 
and friends who are intimate. 

I would be pleased to know if any of the sub- 
sribers or readers of your journal ever had a 
ase similar, and the result. 

I shall watch this case with a good deal of 
anxiety and curiosity, and report the final result 
t your journal, F. F. Gary, M.D. 


ra 





Cokesbury, S. C., May 3, 1869. 
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Transfusion by Mader’s Method. 
Epitors Mepicat ano SurcicaL Reporter: 

This operation, an account of which may be 
found in the Hatr-Yearty Compenpivm for Janj 
uary, 1869, under the head of “New Uses for 
the Hypodermic Syringe,” has recently been per- 
formed twice in this city, by Dr. Josaua G. Alm 
LEN, Lecturer to the Philadelphia Obstetrical 
Institute, assisted by myself. 

In the first case the operation was performed 
for hydremia consequent upon uterine hemor- 
rhage, and although I have not been able to get 
details of the progress of cure, yet I am informed 
that the patient recovered her health in a com- 
paratively short time. As she had not improved 
at all under previous tonic treatment, which had 
been carefully carried out, but was scarce able 
to move in her bed from weakness, it is at least 
fair to call attention to a strong probability that 
the infusion of new blood was the turning-point 
in her battle with death, and enabled the other 
forces of digestion, assimilation, and nutrition of 
the blood, to rally, and carry the day in her favor. 


This case has been described to the Philadel- 
phia Obstetrical Society by Dr. A., and is proba- 
bly the first in which this method has been used 
in this country. 

The next case was one of purpura hemorrha- 
gica, and, on the morning after the operation, 
the blood which had been coming from the pa- 
tient’s mouth and nose, began, for the first time, 
to coagulate, and it finally ceased to flow. The 
heemorrhage has recurred since, but the immedi- 
ate effect of the operation was undoubtedly bene- 
ficial. One of the members of his family in- 
formed me that the transfusion had perceptibly 
benefitted the patient; and we know that it is 
not often that the laity are very favorably im- 
pressed with treatment which appears somewhat 
formidable. 

In both these cases a nervous chill took place 
within an hour of the injection; this, however, 
passed off without leading to further trouble. 

The operation was conducted as follows: Two 
bowls were placed in water at 105° F. The one 
into which the blood was to be received, had to 
be removed from the water, for convenience, 
when the blood began to flow; the latter was 
stirred smartly with a clean wisp of broom, as it 
fell into the bowl; by the time enough had been 
procured, it was nearly sufficiently defibrinated. 
It was then strained through a loose texture of 
linen into the other bowl, which still remained 
in the basin of heated water. A glass syringe, 
holding about three ounces, was now filled with 
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the defibrinated blood, the sharp, detached canula 
being simultaneously introduced into the cephalic 
vein 4 little above the elbow by the assistant, and 
the syringe was then attached to the canula, and 
emptied. In the last case the canula was left in, 
while the syringe was twice filled and emptied 
into the vein. In the first case about three 
ounces of blood were injected; in the last, about 
seven. It is not necessary to throw in a large 
quantity of blood, as a moderate quantity, say 
six to eight ounces, has been found quite suffi- 
cient for one operation, and this generally an- 
sewers every purpose in cases of pure hydremia; 
but in a case given by Maper, in which transfu- 
sion was performed for cachexia attended with 
epistaxis, it became necessary to repeat small 
transfusions three times, at intervals, before the 
patient was cured. Dr. M. was guided in the 
repetitions by the return of epistaxis. The 
healthy blood corpuscles thrown in amung those 
which are enfeebled by disease, or from the want 
of nutrition which is an attendant on anzmia, 
supply that modicum of organic power which the 
latter need to grow blood in sufficient quantity 
for the purposes of health. The power of the 
new blood added to that of the old, which barely 
kept life going, turns the scale, the blood-making 
process goes on with renewed vigor, and soon 
the whole system responds to the stimulus and 
nourishment afforded by a healthy vital fluid. 

The theory that transfusion properly acts by 
promoting the growth of blood, and not merely 
by substitution, is strengthened by several cases 
observed in Germany, in which the beneficial 
effects did not appear till three or four days after 
the operation, thus allowing time for the repro- 
duction to goon. I would rather condemn the 
injection of large quantities of blood, as this has 
often been followed by death, while it is cer- 
tainly not required, and therefore improper. 

By Maper’s method there is no danger of 
getting air enough into the circulation to do 
harm, and the defibrinated blood, if thrown in with 
anything like a reasonably short interval from 
its escape out of the healthy individual, frees us 
from the dangers of coagula and dead corpus- 
cles. It has been suggested that we lose many 
corpuscles, which become entangled with the 
fibrin, but I do not consider this of any practical 
importance, as enough remains for our purpose, 
and we gain much by being able to go through 
the several steps of the operation, with more 
care than if hurried by the fear of coagulatiun. 
As I remarked before, no time is lost by the first 
part of defibrination; when about nine ounces of 
blood have flowed into the bowl, the stirring 
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which has been kept up all the time has about 
accomplished its purpose; and the time which is 
lost in straining is amply compensated by the 
freedom from all fear of coagula. 

It is well to bind up the patient’s arm, as for 
venesection, just about the time when the in- 
cision is made into the vein of the individual 
who furnishes the blood; the canula should be 
pushed through the integument and into the 
vein at one motion, as soon as it is announced 
that the syringe is being filled; the cephalic 
vein is the most convenient, but any superficial 
vein may be used; it is well to allow a few drops 
of blood to come from the canula, so as to assure 
ourselves that the canula is really in the vein, 
then loosen the tape from the patient’s arm, and 
about this time the operator should be ready to 
throw in the blood. All the steps of the opera- 
tion can be performed without hurry, but with 
efficient haste, before the blood is too long ex- 
posed for safe use; and in our last case a little 
delay even occurred in introducing the canals,.9 
but the blood remained perfectly good; and what 
little was left in the bottom of the bow] was ap- 
parently fit for use, though it had been exposed 
over five minutes. 

I would recommend the use of a very sharp 
canula, about the thickness of a medium knitting 
needle, and slightly curved at its lower third; if 
not quite sharp, some difficulty will be expe- 
rienced in getting into the vein as quickly as 
desirable. 

Should any delay occur in applying the syringe 
after the canula is introduced. a finger applied 
over its outer end will keep the air from enter- 
ing; if the delay is long, the canula must be 
removed and cleansed from clot; never attempt 
to insert the canula into the previous puncture, 
but choose a fresh spot. 

The two cases above-mentioned, though nol 
conclusive as to the final result in them, yet 
show us that by Mapger’s method this operation 
is rubbed of its terrors and dangers; and we 
have sufficient testimony from other sources of 
the value of transfusion, if it can be safely per- 
formed. A. A. Hesune,M D., * 

U. S. Navy. 
a 

—— Mr. T. Hoare, the well known banker, is 
building an Infirmary and Dispensary at Beck- 
enham, Kent, England, to which baths and 
wash-houses will be attached for the gratuitous 
use of the inhabitants of the neighborhood. 

—— The agent of the Lyman Mills, at Hol- 
yoke, Mass., has compelled all the operatives, 
about 1,200 in number, to be vaccinated. 
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Analysis of Lager Beer. 

Prof. J. F. Cuanpuer, of the School of Mines, 
of Columbia College, has recently concluded a 
series of chemical tests with lager beer, which 
were expressly undertaken at the request of Dr. 
Exisoa Harris, of the Board of Health, to ascer- 
tain the extent of its intoxicating properties, and 
the hygienic character which it has been repre 
sented to possess. His report, which will shortly 
be submitted to the Board, is eminently success- 
ful in proving that the qualities which have 
been ignorantly assigned to lager beer are only 
fictitious, and also that it is entirely objectiona- 
ble as a drink, being like so much swill in its 
composition and nourishing properties. It is 
composed chiefly of water, with a certain amount 
of alcohol, enough to cause intoxication when 


fopiously imbibed. During the brewing of the 


beer, which, if properly done, occupies eight 
months, the brew commencing in cold weather, 
great care has to be taken to prevent its becom 
ing mouldy, which it sometimes does by the slight- 
est variation in temperature. It is necessary to 
cool the brewing-vault in summer and warm 
it in winter, in order to keep it at the requisite 
temperature, averaging from 41 to 45 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Frequently, however, the weather 
continues to act on the beer after it has been 
barreled and sold to retail dealers, rendering it 
flat and bitter, in which condition it is very often 
sold as a drink. Prof. Cuanpter’s analyses 
embraced five samples of different manufactures, 
which, when examined, developed trifling and 
unimportant differences in their quality. The 
following is the summarized result: 


Alcohol Extraction matter 
Sperific v of the 
No. Gravity. Water. volume. Malt and Hops. 
1 1 008 99.75 6 2 3.00 
2 1.906 89.98 4.99 5 03 
3 1.08 91.59 5,39 3.02 
4 1.018 89,61 4.99 5.40 
6 1.005 87.16 7.74 510 
Average 1.013 89.82 5.86 4.32 


It was found that all the specimens contained 
small quantities of grape sugar, of cripuline, the 
bitter principle of the hops; of acetic acid, 
(merely a trace,) produced by oxidization of 
some of the alcohol; and of carbonic acid gas 
generated during the fermentation. A most 
thorough examination failed to reveal any in- 
dications of the presence of picric acid, picra- 
toxen, (the peculiar principle fof cocculus Indi. 
eas,) of alum, copperas, or any other adulteration 
whatever.—N. Y. Tribune. 
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Army and Navy News. 








The following changes have taken place in the 
Medical Staff of the U. S. Army from January 
1, 1869, to May 1, 1869. 

Re Instatep.—Assistant Surgeon P. J. A, 
Cleary, March 8, 1869. 

Restcnep.—Surgeon C, Wagner, Brevet Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, March 25, 1869. 

Rertirep.—Surgeon R. C. Wood, Brevet Briga- 
dier General, February 22, 1869. 

Assistant Surgeon H. Culbertson, January 8, 
1869. 

Wuotty Retirev.—Assistant Surgeon H. C, 
Perry, March 30, 1869. 

Diev.—Surgeon R. C. Wood, Brevet Brigadier 
General (retired) March 28, 1869, at New York 
city, of Pneumonia. 

Assistant Surgeon W. A. Bradley, Brevet 
Major, February 27, 1869, at Point San Jose, 
San Francisco Harbor, of Convulsions. 

Surgeon Thomas L. Smith, has been ordered 
to the New York Navy Yard. 

Surgeons E. D. Kennedy, B. H. Kidder, and 
William Grier have been appointed to attend 
officers of the Navy not otherwise provided with 
medical aid at New York, Boston, and Baltimore 
respectively. 

Surgeon T. J. Turner is detached from duty 
as Recorder of the Medical Examining Board, 
to hold himself in readiness for sea service, 





—— Dr. B. W. Ricnarpsow has been elected 
Assessor in the University Court of the Univer- 
sity of St. Andrews, in the place of Lord Jervis- 
WODE. 


[ Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicitet 
from all parts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten worde to the line.) 


MARRIED. 


Crttev—Huerarp.—On the 0th wit. patSeae ide, Ky., 
by the Rev. H. A. Tracey, noinnati, 
and Miss Mary P. Hubbard, ALS of Bitiadelont hia. 

Jume—Smita.—In Dover De. on the 4th inst., by the 
Rev. William Pret'rman, Dr. rt P. Jump and Miss 
Lizzie M. Smith, only at A, of , Ad L. Smith, Esq. 

Newton—Peax.—At Vocdstoun, N. J; April 29, by 
Rev. E. Grose, Charles Newton, M. D., and Miss Rebecca 
D. > fone ter of Morris Peak, Esq., all of Sharpstown, 


Leary—WI.viarp.—On the ah oi. +» at the resldence 
of the bride’s parents, by the Rev. Beale, C 
Leary, M.D., and Lizzie 8. Witera: 4 th of this city. 


Proven senate —At the M. E. Church La k Island, 


Charles P M. and Sarah Anna Jac 
of Major Pe P. pA nang all of Moline. 
en ee 
DIED. 


- Ranpoupa.—In this city, on the 5th inst. Ppt Physick 
Randolph, son of the late Jacob Randolph, M 
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OBITUARY. 


_ 


Dr. Robley Dunglison. 


At a stated meeting of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia, held May 5, 1869, the following preamble 
and resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, This College hae heard. with unfeigned sor- 

ow, of the death of Dr. Ronitey Duncuison, late one of 
ta most illustrions members, and for unward of thirte 
years Professor of the Institates of Medicine in the Jef- 
fereon Medical College of thia city; and whereas, it is 
meet, and proper, on all suitable oceasions, to recognize 
the just claime of the dead to the gratitude of the living, 
especially when, as in the present instance, they have 
occupied a conspicuous placein the public eye, and in the 
esteem of their fellow men; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. Dunarison, the 
American medical profession has lost ona of its brichtest 
ornaments, the professional corps one of ite mort distin- 
guished members. physiological science one of its mort 
able expounders, and medical literature one of its most 
useful, erudite, and abundant authors. 

Resolved, That as as a tribute of respect to his memory, 
for the benefit he has conferred on his profession and his 
country, a discourse upon his life and character be deliv- 
ered by one of the Fellows of the College, at such time as 
may be most convenient to himself. 


Resolved, That a copy of there resolutions he trans 
mitted by the Secretary of the College to the family of 
the dscensed, with the expression of our condolence in 
their bereavement. and that the same be published in two 
medical journals of this city. 


Joun H. Pacxarnp, 
Secretary of the College. 


——< 
Philip Physic Randolph, 

This worthy gentleman died at bis residence, in the 
45 year of his age. Mr. Rannourn was the grandson ‘of 
the celebrated Dr. Puitie Syna Puystc, and his father, 
Dr. Eomunp Ranvotpn, wes a prominent member of the 
medical profession. Heir to an ample fortune and high 
social position, the deceased devoted his wealth, his influ- 
ence, and the best years of his life to alleviate the mise- 
ries and misfortunes of his less fortunate fellows. He 
was an active member of the Society for the Alleviation 
of the Mireries of Public Prisons, and one of the mana- 
gers of the Colored Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home, at Bristol. 
In the discharge of his self-imposed duties at one of the 
prisons or the asylum, the deceased contracted the 
typhoid fever, and this disease hurried him toan untimely 
grave, 

Mr. Ranpo.rn was a philanthropist, zealously devoting 
himself to promote the welfare of bis fellows; he sought 
neither popularity nor gratitude; he performed good 
and noble deeds as his simple duties. 

: —> 
WORDS OF CHEER. 
Dr, L, W. D., of South Carolina, writes: 


“Your Comprnpivm is certainly the most complete pub- 
lication of its kind I have ever seen, and I pore over its 
richly stored pages with eager delight and intense inter- 
est and satisfaction,” ete. 


Dr. J. R., of Indiana, writes: 


“TI have been reading medical periodicals for over 
thirty years, and think the Reporter decidedly the best 
that I have found. I think it is nearer what the physi- 
cian needs than any I have seen ”’ 

Dr. R, backs up his good opinions with three new sub- 
scribers. 

a ae 


QUERIES AND REPLIBS. 


Dr, M., of Ky.—Meig’s Obstetrics costs $5.00. 


Dr. M. C., of Mich—We do not know the name of the | M 


judge who pronounced the decision in Chicago, that 
edical witnesses were entitled to the faes of an expert. 
he item was culled from the Leavenworth Medical Herald, 
whose editors, we hope, will inform the profession fully 
aout this important ruling. 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 


~~ eee . 
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Dr. W. S., of Me.—For a Practical Surgery, we know of 
none better than that of Prof. Gross. It has a full ac- 
count of tumors. Fora Practice of Medicine, we recom- 
mend you to add to those you mention, that of Prof. Ben- 
net, of Edinburgh, republished in thie country. 


Dr. B., of Oregon.—Your remarks about our “running 
the Christian religion too much in the Reporter,” betray 
a mind “ill at ease.” The connection between science 
and religion is far too close for us to ignore it. We would 
be but faithless representatives of any branch of science, 
if we did not give its handmaid, religion, its proper place, 
While the Reporter is under our control, we shall en- 
deavor, on all proper occasions, to recognize this connec- 
tion. 


Dr. J. J. B., of Delaware, and others.—Please observe 
that the photograph premiums are offered to new eub- 
scribers who pay full eubsecriptions, and not at commuta- 
tion rates. 

Dr. L. W. D., of South Carolina.—If there are any 
manufacturers of invalid beds in this country, they are 
too short-sighted to advertise, and we do not know where 
they ere. The English journals constantly advertise such 
contrivances, and apparently make it pay. 

Dr. J. K.8., of Pa.—‘** How do you account for the fact 
that a bee, such as the wasp, humble bee, etc., is not able 
to sting, or effect penetration, so far as I have experi- 
enced, with their probe or barb into the cuticle, when the 
subject ceases to breathe, or holds his breath?” 

Your obeervation is entirely new to us, and equally in- 
explicable. Weshould be glad to learn whether the ex-- 
perience of others is like your own. 


Treatment of Hematuria. 


Mesere Ede —An octogenarian, a person of remarkable 
vigor of constitution, about a year ago was attacked with 
bloody urine, The usual remedies were administered, 
and well persevered in, but failed to correct the abnor- 
mal discharge. But it yielded speedily t> doses of acetate 
of lead in ahout four grains eiven every four hours, and 
copious draughts of lemonade Would liquor potaese ci- 
tratis have had _the same specific effect? Not a symptom 
of the disorder has ever returned.” 

Hosen. Steward C. T. S., of Montana, and others.—Dr, 
NapnHevs informs ue that his Therapeutical Bulletin will 
appear in hook form toward the close of the present year, 

Dr. H. D. W, of Pa.— How is it that Dr. Bahonck’s 
uterine supporter is advertised in your valuable Repor- 
TER, the ReporTER belonging to the regular profession, 
and the inetrument in question beinga patented one? No 
doubt the instrament is a good one, from what I am able 
to ascertain, hut then, if I am not mistaken, it is against 
the ethics of the American Medical Association to pa- 
tronize patented instruments, aad hence I cannot exactly 
reconcile the matter.” 


Such a question is best answered in the traditional 
Yankee manner—by asking another. How is it that the 
American Medical Association admits to its pages an 
article strongly in defence of patented instruments, and 
this, not from an individual or special committee, bu 
from a standing committee, the responsibility of which 
the Association impliedly assumes? But we design ven- 
tilating this whole question sometime soon in an edito- 
rial. 





> nied 





















































METEOROLOGY. 
Apnil, | 26,| 27,| 28, | 29, | 30. [M.1,) 2. 
acssseeeeee| & W.| W. 1S. W.|N.E.| E. | N. EJ NUE 
ba ‘Clear.|Clear |Clear.|Cl’dy.|Cl’dy.|Ci’dy |Cl’dy. 
Weather... | Hain. Rain. Rain Roe 
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At 3, P. M ima |48 |77 155 | 59 | 48 a 
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Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leepom. 








